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mle [ACHE 
AMERICA 
ON WHEELS 


In July a hundred years ago, Henry 
Ford was born. 


From the beginning—when as a young 
boy he preferred tinkering with mechan- 
ics to learning the operations of his fa- 
ther's farm, Henry Ford was a rebel. 
Machinery was the love of his life, and 
wheels fascinated him. 


Ford contributed greatly to the first 
need for roads that foreshadowed to- 
day's modern highways. Across the page 
are some scenes of the roads of yester- 
day, and Ford himself in his first car. 


When Ford put America on wheels, 
he rescued the farmer from his isolation. 
He created an unlimited national mar- 
ket by bringing the market to the farm- 
er's door. He opened up an immense 
hinterland and breached a solitude. 


His goal to produce a car every aver- 
age family could afford, and his moving 
assembly line pointed the way to mass 
production in every kind of industry, 
making possible a new way of life with 
higher standards of living in every civil- 
ized country in the world. 
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To and From Our Readers 


Editorial... 2. «. . . se 


Few of us will ever receive a million-dollar gift; 
even hundred-dollar gifts are not common place. 
Except for birthdays and a few well-remembered 
anniversaries, most of us must count on the little 
things; little gifts like smiles and thank-you's .. . 
and help with a stranded car. 


Let’s say you're a man who knows nothing about 
mechanics, and you're stranded on a lonely stretch 
of highway in West Texas. Or you might be a wom- 
an who knows all about mechanics . . . but you're 
wearing a pink linen suit and white gloves. At times 
like these, nothing means so much as help with that 


stalled vehicle. 


And Texas Highway Department personnel— 
from the maintenance men to the district engineers 
—rapidly are acquiring a reputation of being men 
of courtesy and assistance far beyond duty. Scarce- 
ly a day goes by that a letter does not come to a 
Highway Department office, from Texans and out- 
of-state visitors alike, expressing gratitude for the 
help a Highway Department employe has given in 
an incident of automobile crisis on the highway. 


We could cite case histories by the hundreds. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s raining or snowing or if the 
sun is broiling, or if it’s night or day or quitting 
time. Hundreds of motorists have sat watching cars 
swish by, wishing to heaven for help as the minutes 


i) 


tick by slowly in the silent car. And more often 
than you could imagine, help does come. . . with 
a Texas Highway Department emblem on the door. 


One time the rescuers helped a father reach his 
son who was gravely ill. Another time they assuaged 
the fears of a woman stranded alone on the high- 


_way at night. There is no telling how many people 


they have helped to keep an important appoint- 
ment on time (if only supper for three children) 
... and we'll bet that many a Highway Department 
man has mused about how many dimes he’d have 
for every flat tire he’s fixed. 


The nice thing about all this is that it is purely 
voluntary assistance. The Highway Department ex- 
pects all of its employes to be courteous, but never 
has there been an order issued to help stranded 
motorists. It’s just part of that intangible thing 


that is the esprit de corps of the Texas Highway : 


Department; that touch of extra thoughtfulness 
that makes the difference between a good highway — 
department and a great highway department. 


And we haven't heard of a man yet who would 
accept money in payment for his help; he prefers 
a simple “thank-you.” All he receives is a word of 
commendation from the boss, and the glow that 


comes with giving one of those little gifts that _ 


mean so much. 


The skyline of Corpus Christi looms on the horizon, framed by a grade separation 
crossing over the new section of Interstate Highway 37 which was dedicated in 
May. Moving the barricades to open the road at the dedication are, left to right, 
T. O. Foster, District Engineer for District 16; Lew Borden, highway committee 
chairman for the Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce; State Highway Engineer 
D. C. Greer; Homer C. Innis, chamber of commerce president; Nueces County 
Judge Noah Kennedy; and Corpus Christi Mayor pro-tem Jim Young. Now open 
to traffic, the southernmost leg of IH 37 was built at a cost of $2,210,000. 


The Texas Highway Commission and State Highway Engineer stand by as Governor 
John Connally signs the official 1963 Texas Highway Week proclamation. National 
Highway Week was observed May 26 to June |. At the left is D. C. Greer, and 
Commissioners Hal Woodward, Herbert C. Petry Jr., and J. H. Kultgen. 


‘THE CASE 

OF ‘THE 
MISSING 

BULLDOZER 


Carol Nation 
Travel & Information Division 


WAS INFORMAL, as a meet- 
ing must be among men who 
work in the dust and wind and 

sun to build highways. 

Some of the men wore khaki work 
clothes and boots and straw hats, and 
some wore suits and ties, while still 
others wore the uniforms of law en- 
forcement agencies. Outside, bulldoz- 
ers and prime earth movers set up 
an unrelenting clamor as they rum- 
bled back and forth along the high- 
way on a construction project, the 
rising dust cloud failing to dim the 
noise of loud throbbing engines. The 
concrete-floored room, which bordered 


a large warehouse workroom with 
rows of concrete boots mounted on 
the walls and tool-covered shelves, was 
lackluster save a bulletin board with 
memos and maps pinned to it, and no 
one at all raised an eyebrow when a 
cigarette butt was squashed out by a 
boot heel. 

But promptly at 10 a.m., Lawrence 
Schulz, Supervising Resident Engi- 
neer of District 14 in Austin, called 
the meeting to order and another pre- 
construction conference was under 
way. 

Pre-construction conferences have 
been held virtually every day in 


The Highway Department, 


towns and cities throughout ‘Texas 
since their inception in 1959. The 
idea for the conferences was origi- 
nated by the Travel and Information 
Division, and later was adopted for 
use as part of a safety program form- 
ulated by a committee composed of 
representatives of the Texas Highway 
Department, Texas Department of 
Public Safety, the Governor's Office, 
and Associated General Contractors. 

They precede any and all construc- 
tion projects. They may be large or 
small, depending on the size and the 
complexities of the project. This 
meeting was small, but it was impor- 
tant nevertheless, for it too was de- 
signed to secure the close cooperation 
of contractors, law enforcement agen- 
cies and Highway Department person- 
nel in promoting traffic safety on con- 
struction projects. 

“As you know, this project involves 
widening U. S. 290 into a four-lane 
highway from Oak Hill to Ben White 
Boulevard in Austin,” Schulz began 
as moderator of the meeting. 

“J. M.. Dellinger, Inc. of Corpus 
Christi was low bidder on the project 
at $172,028 and will have five to six 
months to complete the project. Har- 
old Larson of Austin will do the 


A. B. MAHAN 
“Lock up your bulldozers, boys. . . ." 


structure widening with J. M. Del- 
linger doing the remaining work. Ed 
Bluestein is District Engineer for 
Disttictelas. 

Tall and suntanned, Schulz ignored 
the din of the construction equip- 
ment outside the district warehouse, 
and unabashedly raised his voice 
strongly so the men could hear him. 
He explained what pre-construction 
conferences are and what their pur- 
poses are. Then he introduced each 
man at the meeting, and asked each 
one to relay any comments, sugges- 
tions or information he might have 
about the construction project. 

The project consists of widening 
the grading, structures, base and as- 
phaltic concrete pavement. The exist- 
ing 44-foot pavement will be widened 
to 52 feet. Then a four-foot painted 
median will be marked in the center. 
Schulz and the contractors discussed 
various technicalities of the job... 
ending with Schulz reminding the 
contractors to find someone nearby to 
give dirt fill to rather than making 
huge dirt piles on the right of way. 

“Trafic will be carried over the 
existing pavement during all con- 
struction with the existing 10-foot 
shoulders being restricted for use by 


FRANK BATES 
“siphoning gasoline is a favorite. . . .' 


the trafhc while construction opera- 
tions are in progress along the edges,” 
Schulz said. 

“At all times the middle 24 feet of 
pavement will be open to traffic. Aft- 
er the base has been widened the en- 
tire roadway will be overlaid with 
asphaltic concrete. The project will be 
speed zoned at 45 miles per hour in 
areas where speed should be reduced. 
In areas where no construction is in 
progress and no hazard is apparent, 
then the speed zone signs will be 
turned.” 

Highway Patrolman Eugene De- 
muth, representing the Texas De- 
partment of Public Safety, nodded 
his head in agreement with the speed 
zoning, and then added that it would 
be helpful for everyone concerned 
with the project to have a list with all 
the contractors named. 

“Sometimes a problem will come 
up and the people who live on or 
near a construction project get con- 
fused about which contractor to call 
about what,” Demuth explained. “A 
list of contractors and their respon- 
sibilities would eliminate a lot of con- 
fusion and would be good public re- 
lations at the same time.” 

“Excellent Schulz 


point,” com- 


‘ 
Ne 


EUGENE DEMUTH 


*. . » who to call about what.” 


mented. “And we have just such a 
list that names everyone concerned 
with the project and what he is in 
charge of . in other words, look 
on the list to find who you need to 
Gali an) Gon.t call eM. Greer -and 
bother him.” 

Deputy Sheriff Frank Bates of the 
‘Travis County Sheriff's Office took the 
floor and warned the contractors and 
Highway Department personnel to 
protect their on-the-job materials and 
equipment. 

“Unfortunately, a lot of theft goes 
on at these construction sites,” he be- 
gan. “And this is bad because it’s ex- 
pensive for you to lose equipment, 
and because it may slow down the job 
while equipment is being reordered. 

“Be especially careful to fill up the 
gas tanks in the mornings . . . leave 
them sitting empty at night, because 
siphoning gasoline is a favorite trick. 
And don’t leave any reinforcing steel 
rods out these are very popular 
among the thieves.” 

This commentary reminded A. B. 
Mahan of a story. Mahan, a big red- 
headed man with a penchant for ci- 
gars, 1s general superintendent and 
partner of J. M. Dellinger, Inc. 

“And be sure and lock up your 


bulldozers, boys,” Mahan joined in. 
“You haven't lost anything 
someone steals a 50,000-pound_ bull- 


until 


dozer.” 


The men guffawed as one, and just 
about everybody shook his head in 
disbelief and amazement as Mahan 
told his story. 


“But that’s what happened to us 
once. We came on the job one morn- 
ing, and one of those big dozers was 
missing. And not only that, but they 
took a big truck to haul the dozer 
away ... down the highway 60 miles, 
IneeaGtas 

“How did they ever manage to 
haul a bulldozer that far down the 
highway at night and not get caught?” 
one of the men asked. 

“One of them was a policeman and 
he escorted the truck,’ Mahan an- 
swered, joshing at Patrolman Demuth 
to the delight of the men, and then 
went right on telling his story without 
a Hiteh. 

“Well, some detectives found the 
dozer buried in a hole in a pasture. 
These guys had another little dozer 
that they had used to dig a hole to 
bury the big dozer in and cover it up 


After the conference, the contractors shoot the breeze about concrete and things. 


Left to right, they are Alvin Pfluger, office manager for J. M. Dellinger, Inc.; 


Harold Larson, contractor; A. B. Mahan, general superintendent and partner in the 
Dellinger company; C. A. Parks, superintendent for Harold Larson; and W. L. 


Worthington, Dellinger job superintendent. 


with dirt. It seems they had some pas- 
tureland, and they were going to 
wait until the heat was off and then 
use the dozer to clear the land.” 


Rallying ‘round the desk, a group of District 14 men talk shop about the U.S. 290 
widening project. From left to right, they are Orville G. Miller, Senior Resident 
Engineer; L. J. Chapman and James C. Fox, both Maintenance Construction Fore- 


man Ill; Thomas W. McCoy, Senior Resident Engineer and the project engineer; 
Lawrence Schulz, Supervising Resident Engineer; Joseph P. Chaney, District Con- 


struction Engineer; and Thomas K. Wood, District Administrative Engineer. 


And with that, the meeting broke 
up. The men went their respective 
ways, after shooting the breeze awhile 
by their cars before driving off leav- 
ing clouds of dust whirling behind 
them. 


Another pre-construction — confer- 
ence had served its purpose: Traffic 
would flow safely through another 
construction project because of care- 
ful pre-planning that left no stone 
unturned. 

Everyone who would have any con- 
nection with the project had met to 
talk over the details of the project. 
They now knew one another by face 
as well as by name. They knew who 
the contractors were and who the 
Highway Department men on the job 
were and who to call at the various 
law enforcement agencies. They 
knew who to call about what, no mat- 
ter what went wrong. They knew the 
technicalities of the project, how long 
it would take, and how traffic would 
be handled during the entire project. 

And they all had a joke in com- 


mon: the case of the missing bull- 
dozer, a 


The Texas Highway Department has 
completed its first Safety Rest Area 
to Interstate standards. Designed 
with a spacious flare and bat-wing 


arbors, the park has that . . . 


jet 
age 


look 


RIVING east from San Antonio on In- 

terstate Highway 10 a motorist will 

come upon what looks not unlike 

rockets poised for takeoff on each side of the 
superhighway. 

But it’s only an optical illusion. What he 

really sees are the roofs of the arbors for the 


first safety rest area (roadside park) designed 
and built to Interstate standards in ‘Texas. 


Texas Highway Department men in the San 
Antonio district refer to the new rest area as 
the “Jet Park.” It does have a jet-age look. The 
design certainly belongs to the area because 
just north lies a big jet base—Randolph Field, 
a landmark in the air age. 

The huge, new rest area is really two parks, 
one on each side of the road. Each one is 1,200 
feet long and 107 feet wide with four “bat 
wing’ arbors spaced to allow for future addi- 
tional arbors. Each arbor contains a fireplace, 
fire wood, an incinerator, a concrete table and 
benches, and a planter box. 

Formal dedication of the new safety rest area 
took place at high noon on May 29, with Texas 


LESTER PRUITT 
He designed it... 


CHARLES KORBELL 
Flew builtaite ee 


E. L. CALLAWAY 
He'll maintain it. 


The arbors are used for the first time as dedication participants sit at the tables 
enjoying cold drinks and snacks. Stenciled on the concrete table tops is this re- 
minder: ''We hope the previous party that used these facilities left the place clean 
for you to enjoy." 
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Layout of rest area on IH 10 ten miles east of San Antonio, 


Highway Commission Chairman Her- 
bert C. Petry Jr. officiating. Petry was 
assisted by chamber of commerce of- 
ficials from Seguin and San Antonio 
and members of the Texas Highway 
Department. 

District 15 personnel who worked 
together to complete the first safety 
rest area included W. R. Faust, Dis- 
trict Administrative Engineer; W. C. 
Raby, District Construction Engi- 
neer; H. F. Hilgers, District Design 
Engineer; W. B. Collier, District 
Maintenance Engineer; John Stock- 
ton, Senior Resident Engineer, Bexar 
County; Raymond Stotzer, Senior 
Resident Engineer, Guadalupe Coun- 
ty; Charles Korbell, Maintenance Su- 
perintendent for District (15s iemee 
Callaway, Maintenance Foreman, 
Bexar County; ‘Troy Blankenship, 
Maintenance Foreman, Guadalupe 


The crowd breaks up after dedication 
ceremonies of the first Safety Rest Area 
completed to Interstate standards in 
Texas. The bat-wing arbors seem literal- 
ly poised for takeoff on the hill top. 
European windmill palm, basket grass, 
blue and green juniper and santolina 
have been planted in flower boxes to 
beautify the area. 


County; and Walter Schrank, Fore- 
man, Rest Area Units. R. O. Lytton 
is District Engineer for the San An- 
tonio district. 

Lester Pruitt, Landscape Architect 
Il with the Maintenance Operations 
Division in Austin, designed the bat- 
wing arbors and the overall layout 
scheme. 

The primary purpose of the safety 
rest area is to provide a safe place 
for a motorist to stop in pleasant 
surroundings to relax, refresh him- 
self, or to eat something before con- 
tinuing his drive. An alert driver has 
fewer accidents, and the Highway De- 


partment says providing rest areas is 
just one of the many efforts to reduce 
the accident toll on highways. ‘There 
are now more than 1,000 rest areas 
and turnouts throughout the State 
for this purpose. 


The Texas Highway Department 


was one of the pioneers of the rest 
area or roadside park. In the early 
1930’s the Department began its road- 
side park program, and it wasn’t long 
before experience and public demand 
showed Department engineers that 
the areas should be an integral part 
of the highway system. 

When the Interstate Highway Sys- 
tem is completed in Texas, there will 
be about 85 rest areas for the motor- 
ing public. The Highway Depart- 
ment has already selected sites for 
half the areas and about one-fourth 
of the 85 parks are in various stages 
of construction. The average distance 
between rest areas will be 37 miles— 
so the motorist will be able to find 
a place to rest and relax no matter 
what part of the state he travels. 

There are 15 to 20 different de- 
signs for safety rest areas. Landscape 
architects in the Highway Department 
design each facility to its surround- 
ing countryside, incorporating native 
stone and other materials. 

Highway Department maintenance 
crews clean the parks at least once a 
week, water the plants and grass, and 
also plant trees and shrubs as _ part 
of the landscaping service. hi 


Under a bright high noon sky, sun glints 
on the scissors as Herbert C. Petry Jr., 
Texas Highway Commission Chairman, 
snips the ribbon to officially open the 
new Safety Rest Area. 


This is part of the 
continual program 


of research, testing 
and development ~~ 
conducted by your 
Texas Highway 
Department to nee 
ghways safer than 


Two special Texas Highway Department exhibits 
= xX js : ie ‘ ( S are now available for use by the district offices on 
request. The new service is being offered to 


the districts by the Travel and Information 
AVA ( LA ies L is Division, which designed and had the exhibits 
built last year. They have been shown at such occa- 
sions as the annual Texas Safety Conference 
and National Highway Week. Now they are 
T O available upon request for use throughout the 
state at various public gatherings, such as 
conventions or meetings, where large numbers of 
D f S$ T ie } C T S$ persons will have the opportunity to view the 
exhibits. The district offices may make arrange- 


ments at any time to utilize the exhibits. 


TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT Texas Highways in the WUCLEDLC AGE TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
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Assistant District Engineer J. M. Owens, left, and Floyd G. Self, Maintenance Construction 
Supervisor |, of District 14 in Austin, take a last look at the old 60 mph speed limit signs 
which are soon to become scarcer on Texas highways. New speeds of 70 miles an hour dur- 


ing the day and 65 at night have been set by the 58th Legislature and will go into effect 
August 23. 


Photo courtesy United Press International 
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S CONSTRUCTION JOBS go, 
you might say that the men 
literally had a holiday dur- 

ing the Galveston-Bolivar Ferries con- 
struction project. 

As the men worked, no doubt their 
thoughts often rambled on like this: 
Pity those poor guys slaving away on 
those routine jobs in other parts of 
the state, working in the heat and 
dust. And look at us ... sea breezes, 
swaying palm trees and the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

There were porpoises to watch, 
leaping and diving in the waves, 
rainbows shimmering on their wet 
arched backs. There were shrimp 
boats to watch, shuttling back and 
forth to work, and great ocean-going 
freighters looking small as plastic toys 
sailing far out on the brink of the 
world. ‘There was the salty sea air to 
breathe, and the ferry passengers to 
watch as they eagerly pursued sum- 
mer and fun. Seagulls wheeled and 
cried above the roar of the engines. 


12 


But despite the overwhelming va- 
cation-like atmosphere, the project 
was completed early in June, and as 
a result, the ferries had a new land- 


ing at Port Bolivar. 


The new landing is complete with 
an electric-powered generator set, 
which provides power for the landing 
lights and the electric motors to op- 
erate the hydraulic system. Cost of 
the project was about $73,000. 

The ferries are located in District 
12, which is headed by District En- 
gineer W. E. Carmichael. 


The three vessels operated by the 
Highway Department are named for 
former highway Commissioners: the 
Cone Johnson, the E. H. Thornton 
Jv, and* the) Rays .sterling sachs of 
the double-end ferries can carry 52 
vehicles and 400 passengers. 

Altogether, the three ferries carry 
about 700,000 vehicles and 2,000,000 
pasengers every year. 


They are powered by two super- 


charged diesel engines, each of 865 
horsepower, which drive powerful 
generators, which, in turn, supply the 
power for a main propeller shaft. 
This propeller shaft goes through the 
vessel from end to end and there is 
a propeller on each end. When the 
vessel is under way, one propeller is 
pushing and the other is pulling. 


‘They move at an average speed of 
12 knots. 


The ferries have been operated by 
the state since 1950, and there hasn’t 
been a serious accident since then. 
There are 415 adult life preservers 
and 42 for children on each _ boat. 
Each watch has one captain, who 
must hold both a master’s and pilot’s 
license. Each captain holds fire and 
life boat drills at least once a week. 


Once a month crews drill on the 
actual launching and handling, under 
oars, of the life boats. Shipboard ra- 
dar keeps the ferries operating even 
in the densest fogs. ra) 


Part of the flotation equipment (page 
12) which will be used to support 
the new landing is shown. It is tied to 
the self-propelled work barge, the P. T. 
Lipscomb, which was designed for such 
type operations by the Texas Highway 
Department. In the background, the fer- 
ry boat R. S. Sterling, is approaching 
the Galveston landing. 


The prefabricated landing is shown just 
prior to being loaded onto the deck of 
the P. T. Lipscomb (top left), and the 
loading operations progress (top right). 
Then the landing is lowered to the deck 
of the P. T. Lipscomb (left). And finally, 
the loading is completed and is ready 
to be transported to Bolivar landing for 
installation (bottom left). 
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GET 
THE 
MESSAGE? 


HE TEXAS Highway Depart- 
ment has taken another step 
in trying to get across the mes- 

sage that it’s wrong to litter. 

New signs being mounted along 
the highways remind drivers of the 
fines they could have to pay should 
they violate the state law that says 
throwing trash on _ highways is 
prohibited. 

These state law signs have long 
stood guard along the rights of way, 
but both the amount of litter and the 
cost of removing it has increased 
steadily. Last year the Highway De- 
partment spent $1.4 million to pick 
up litter, an increase of about a hun- 
dred thousand dollars over the year 
before. 

So, in response to the suggestion 
by various civic organizations that an 
additional message might help, the 
Highway Department has ordered 
that a supplementary traffic sign, “$10 
— 200 fine,” he added to the present 
signs. ‘The supplementary signs will 
be used by Districts throughout the 
state. P 
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THROWING TRASH ON 
HIGHWAY PROHIBITED 


STATE LAW | 


It's the Law 


These extracts from ''Texas Highway Laws" show how spe- 
cific the law is against littering and in reprimanding any 
person who violates the law: 


Unlawful Acts 


Section 2. I+ shall be unlawful for any municipal corporation, 
private corporation, firm or person to dump, deposit, or leave 
any refuse, garbage, rubbish or junk on any public highway in 
this State or permit the same to remain within or nearer than 
three hundred (300) yards on any public highway in this State, 
whether the refuse, garbage, rubbish, or junk being dumped, 
deposited or left, or the land upon which refuse, garbage, 
rubbish or junk is dumped, deposited or left, belongs to the 
person or persons so dumping, depositing or leaving it or 
not; provided, however, that the provisions of this Act shall 
not affect farmers in the handling of anything necessary in 
the growing, handling and care of livestock, or the erection, 
operation and maintenance of any and all such improvements 
that may be necessary in the handling, thrashing and prep- 
aration of any and all agricultural products. 


Punishment; Injunction; Enforcement 


Section 3. Any violation of this Act by any person, firm or 
private corporation, shall upon conviction, subject the of- 
fender to a fine of not less than Ten Dollars ($10) and not 
more than Two Hundred Dollars ($200), and each day of any 
such violation shall be treated as a separate offense. In the 
event of any threatened or probable violation of this Act by 
any public corporation, municipality, city, town or village, it 
shall be the duty of the County or District Attorney in the 
county in which such violation is threatened, to bring suit for 
injunction to prevent such threatened or probable violation. 
Any person affected or to be affected by any such threat- 
ened or probable violation shall have the right to enjoin such 
violation or threatened violation. The enforcement of the 
remedy hereinabove provided by injunction shall not prevent 
the enforcement of the other penalties provided in this Act. 


Dale Sowder puts the finishing touch to a new display exhibited recently at the 
Tourist Bureau in Gainesville. The display is a Trash Tree, planted in a heap of 
dirt, surrounded with empty bottles and decorated with trash. Sowder, manager 
of the bureau, put up the tree as a reminder to drivers not to litter Texas highways. 


Ale TRASH Tiree 


\OR A WEEK in May, all the 

travelers who stopped at the 

Gainesville Tourist Bureau in 
District 3 blinked their eyes at a 
novel sight: A Trash ‘Tree. 

A Trash Tree is not a particularly 
handsome tree. In fact, it’s a down- 
right repulsive tree. Hanging from its 
bare branches—instead of nice green 
leaves like any respectable tree—are 
tin cans, paper cups, scraps of paper, 
food wrappers and empty bottles. 

But the Trash Tree was meant to 
look unsightly . . . just as unsightly 


as the litter strung along too many 
miles of Texas highways. 

And that was exactly why Dale 
Sowder, manager of the Tourist Bu- 
reau, displayed the Trash Tree: in 
the hope that drivers who saw the 
tree would remember it and refrain 
from throwing trash along the high- 
ways. For trash defiles a right of way 
just as it does a tree. 

The Trash Tree was created by a 
Gainesville woman in conjunction 
with an anti-litter campaign being 
waged by the Texas Good Roads As- 


sociation and the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce of Texas. The Good Roads 
Association plans to award prizes to- 
taling $1,000 to the Junior Chambers 
of Commerce submitting the best com- 
munity project and results. The win- 
ners will be announced in February 
1964. 

Sowder displayed the ‘rachel ree 
to help promote the Gainesville anti- 
litter campaign, and at the same time, 
to further the Texas Highway Depart- 
ment’s own continuing anti-litter 


program, a 
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OW WE’VE ALL HEARD a good many Tall 
Texas Tales .. . some true and some just 
figments. 

But El Paso, Texas, has two tall tales that no other 
city in the country can rival: El] Paso has a foreign coun- 
try and another state right within its city limits. 

These two tall tales happen to be true, with their feet 
firmly rooted in solid Texas history, embellished with 
visions of conquistadores and cowboys and boundary flare- 
ups. 

And what makes these tall tales even more apropos is 
that they both are about highways. 

Bet you didn’t know you could drive down U. S. High- 
way 80 in El Paso and see Old Mexico with one eye 
and New Mexico with the other. But it’s a fact. 

Old Mexico is an island of land bordered by U. S. 80, 
and New Mexico is a strip of highway, but they both lie 
within the heart of El Paso in District 24. 

They both date back to the 1800’s when the rampaging 
Rio Grande wandered hither and yon, making history in 
boundary disputes and settlements between Mexico and 
the United States. 

Cordova Island is the story of peaceful negotiations, 


see Zw but the story of the New Mexico highway is a story of 

a controversy . . . a controversy that was carried clear up 
y oF to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

/ y You have to watch closely, or you might blink and 

A miss the moment when you cross state lines in EI Paso. 

7 But if one follows U. S. Highway 80 along the Rio 


Grande River, going northwest from the business district, 
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El Paso can boast that it has 
two states and two 
countries: Mexico and the 
United States, and New 
Mexico and Texas. Old 
Mexico is an island of land, 
and New Mexico is a 

strip of highway. Their 
locations are shown 

on the map here. 


Texas 


EL PASO 


REPUBLIC OF NEXICO 


he will cross 1,222 feet or about one-fourth mile, of the 
State of New Mexico before he reaches the north city 
limits of El Paso. 

A road has existed here as a wagon trail since before 
recorded history. In 1898 El Paso County designated the 
road as a county road because the road was assumed to 
be entirely in ‘Texas, as the recognized boundary between 
Texas and the Territory of New Mexico was the center 
of the existing river. 

The road was topped with tar and gravel in 1911, and 
four years later this was replaced with concrete, expand- 
ing the road from 14 feet wide to 18 feet wide. In 1924, 
the Texas Highway Department took over maintenance 
of the road as a part of State Highway 1. 

New Mexico became a state in 1912. It immediately 
filed suit to determine the location of the Rio Grande 
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River in 1852. After years of testimony and Master of 
Chancery findings, the U. S. Supreme Court made its final 
ruling in 1928. 

The court appointed a surveyor to delineate and mark 
by monuments the center of the 1852 river. It was found 
the average width of the river was about 300 feet. By 
1930, the surveying work was completed, showing that 
about 1,222 feet of the road actually was in New Mexico. 

The monuments in the pavement on the state line 
still exist today. 

Improvements in the highway have been made when 
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To the left is Cordova Island, enclosed by a fence with concrete posts. The fence marks the International Boundary in the old 
river channel. In the center is the El Paso city drainage aqedust, bordered by Paisano Drive. 


they were needed, by means of cooperation between the 
Texas Highway Department and the New Mexico State 
Highway Department. 

Texas prepared the plans, let the contract, and New 
Mexico paid directly to Texas contractors the cost of the 
improvement. However, recent law changes in New Mex- 
ico may preclude this procedure in the future. 

The story of Cordova Island, while lacking the excite- 
ment of controversy, is no less rich in Texas history. 

The island—technically an enclave—consists of 385 
acres or about one-half square mile, and adjoins U. S. 
Highway 80 on the north side of the Rio Grande. It is 
used for farming and has few inhabitants. Article 27 of 
the Mexican constitution prevents Mexico from selling 
the land to the United States. The island is connected 
by a bridge with the mainland of Mexico. 

It was originated when Mexico and the United States 
agreed that its formation would relieve flood conditions 
to El Paso and Ciudad Juarez, its twin city across the 
border. 

This was back in 1899, and represented a strange lull in 
72 years of stormy controversy caused by the land changes 
the meandering river wrought. 

But before the origin of Cordova Island can be ex- 
plained fully, it is first necessary to review the Rio 
Grande boundary history briefly. 

El Paso was first settled in 1827. It grew slowly, and 
then fairly exploded with the advent of newcomers with 
the California gold rush in 1849. 

At this time, the center of the deepest channel of the 
Rio Grande River was considered the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico, according to the 
Guadalupe Hidalgo treaty of 1848. There were several 
exceptions to this treaty, including one that provided that 
any artificial changes in the course of the river was not 
permitted to affect the boundary. 
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But the river caused such a rash of land changes that 
there was constant turmoil between the two countries 
and landowners, and another treaty was signed in 1884 
to conventionalize methods of determining boundary 
lines. The International Boundary Commission was estab- 
lished in 1889 to administer the treaty rules. 

Bancos, tracts of land segregated from either country by 
a cutoff, became such a problem that another special 
treaty had to be negotiated to exclude them from the 
effects of the 1884 treaty. A treaty in 1905 provided that 
bancos formed on the south bank of the river would be 
under the dominion and jurisdiction of Mexico, and 
those on the north bank would be under that of the 
United States. 

Before the Rio Grande Rectification Project was formed 
to help stabilize the river’s path and before the con- 
struction of storage reservoirs upstream, the Rio Grande’s 
behavior fluxuated between droughts and sudden floods. 
In 1895 and 1896, El Paso and Ciudad Juarez were 
drought dry, but the next year a tremendous flood caused 
heavy damages to the two cities. 

Through investigation by the International Boundary 
Commission, now known as the International Boundary 
and Water Commission, the United States and Mexico 
showed that flood dangers could be diminished by exca- 
vation of a cutoff at a large bend of the river immediately 
downstream from E] Paso and Ciudad Juarez. 

The two cities cooperated to perform the work in 1899, 
and Cordova Island became a Mexican oasis in the Texas 
city of El Paso. The two countries agreed that the cutoff 
tract would remain under Mexican jurisdiction, accord- 
ing to the 1848 treaty that provided that artificial changes 
in the river’s course would not affect boundary. 

Thus the old Rio Grande and its early-day boundary 
disputes have given Texas two more fascinating tall tales 
to add to its already famous repertoire. | 
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A. J. Sherrod, District Engineer at Odessa in District 6, helps display the first City 
Limit Historical Marker to be erected in Texas. The Highway Department gave 
permission to the various historical societies in April to erect the medallions on 
the posts of the Department's city limit signs. The medallions denote there are 
local buildings which have been awarded the Texas State Historical Medallion for 
cultural, historical and architectural value. Participating in the ceremony with 
Sherrod are Mrs. Grace King, Ector County Survey Committee Chairman, and 
Gerald Fugit, Ector County Judge and president of the Texas Permian Historical 


Society. 


——A Month of Records— 


HE LARGEST highway con- 

struction contract in Texas 

history was officially awarded 
by the Texas Highway Commission 
as part of the May bid letting, which 
turned out to be the biggest in De- 
partment annals. 

Appropriately enough, the award 
of the huge contract came—coinci- 
dentally—with the advent of Na- 
tional Highway Week, May 26-June I. 

Approximately $33,000,000 was 
awarded by the Commission in May 
to finance 64 highway contracts 
throughout the state. Most of the 
money will be spent for improvement 
of the Interstate System. Eight of the 
64 projects accounted for more than 
58 per cent of the total allocation. 

To date the largest letting had 


been in June of 1958 for almost a 
million dollars less than the present 
high. 

The record-breaking contract was 
for construction of a 12-mile stretch 
on Interstate Highway 20 in Kauf- 
man County. The project was award- 
ed to three contractors who made a 
joint bid of approximately $5,225,000. 
Although two contractors often com- 
bine forces for a joint bid, it is rather 
unusual for three contractors to do so. 
The low bid went to Joe Davidson, 
R. W. McKinney, and Austin Road 
Company. 

The largest single contract previ- 
ously awarded by the Texas Highway 
Commission was in June of 1958 for 
approximately $4,900,000—a Cham- 
bers County project. 


Another record to be reckoned with 
in all future lettings pertains to the 
dollar volume of contracts approved 
for the fiscal year (through May). A 
record-breaking $224,732,370 has been 
awarded by the Commission so far 
this year. This tops the 1958-59 fiscal 
year high (calculated through May) 
by more than a million dollars. 

Since the weather is more condu- 
cive to construction during the spring, 
more money is usually awarded for 
highway contracts by the Commis- 
sion during March, April, May. So if 
records were to be set it is not sur- 
prising that they were set in the 
spring. 

What is surprising, however, is that 
three records were set in one month, 
the month of May. i] 
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Notes on 
the Retirement 


of Ivan Rader 


N APRIL 30, Mr. Ivan Rader 
picked up the steam locomo- 
tive gage glass paperweight 

from his desk, turned off the lights 
in his office and closed 36 years’ serv- 
ice to the road system and 34 years 
service to the Texas Highway De- 
partment. 


From 1917 to 1926, Mr. Rader 
worked with the United States En- 
gineer Department. With the Engi- 
neers, he was employed as a boatman, 
surveyman and inspector. 


From 1927 to March 1929, he was 
employed with Mr. Wise, Harris 
County Engineer. 

Rader remembers that at that time 
only the Moonshine Hill Road and 
three other short sections of concrete 
pavement existed in Harris County. 
The total concrete pavement length 
may have been 10 miles. 


The usual cost of a concrete high- 
way with all the trimmings was about 
$30,000 per mile. 

The story of state employment be- 
gan on a morning when the members 
of the Harris County Highway De- 
partment were called to a meeting 
and divided. Part were told to remain 
with the County Engineer, and Rader 
and the others were assigned to work 
with the new Texas Highway De- 
partment residency. 


Interesting projects during Rader’s 
early career include design and con- 
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struction of movable bridges which 
were composed of timber barges and 
of approaches of the type suitable for 
ferry landing. He also worked on the 
Sartartia erosion control project. 

On widening projects, Rader super- 
vised windrowing of base material, 
shoveling it into a concrete mixer by 
hand, and then spreading the mixed 
material by hand in an effort to 
spread employment among as many 
as possible. 

Jim Douglas, a former District En- 
gineer at Houston before his retire- 
ment in 1954 after 33 years with the 
Highway Department, describes Ra- 
der’s work as extending from one 
end of the district to the other. 

Rader was a general service engi- 
neer. He put in many years working 
from the traditional ‘can to can’t.” 
Later, he supervised the construction 
of the district warehouse, office lab- 
oratory and shop, and was assigned 
as the Civil Defense coordinator and 
adviser to the County Home Rule 
Committee. 

In 1951, on the occasion of the re- 
ceipt of his 25-year service award, Ra- 
der was described like this: “Mr. Ra- 
der was for many years a champion 
sailboat racer on Galveston Bay. He 
won these races with regularity. How- 
ever, during the last several years he 
has devoted his time off the job to 
his wife, son, church and yard work. 
His outstanding characteristic of light 


blue eyes and happy smile gets 
the job done well with little friction.” 
By 1956 his interest had changed to 
bowling with the Engineer’s Club, 
little league baseball and church. 

Rader’s fellow workers remember 
that about 1950 he would work from 
early till late and then still find time 
for church projects. He worked from 
dawn to dusk on highway projects, 
then found spare time in which to 
build a sidewalk or to do plumbing 
for the church. 

In the early 1950’s, Rader shifted 
his primary hobby from sailboating 
to motorboating and began to put in 
a lot of time working for the High- 
way Employees Credit Union. He 
served terms as president and as chair- 
man of the supervisory committee. 

In 1957, Rader was appointed Dis- 
trict Administrative Engineer and 
took over supervision of the vital 
processes of accounting and supply 
and of the public hearings which en- 
tered the state highway picture. His 
performance of these duties added 
further proof that here is a man who 
did not stop learning when he fin- 
ished school. 

None of us remember that Rader 
has ever used any strong language. 
He has been heard to say “shucks.” 

He has not said what his plans are, 
except not to work. But it’s a good 
guess that Rader will find more time 
for his hobby, train watching. 8 


NesASLURDAY, May 4,sat.3 

a.m., a diesel truck weighing 

26,000 pounds was rolling 

along the outside lane of the South- 

west Freeway, U. S. 59, near the West 

Loop (I. H. 610) interchange. The 

driver fell asleep, and the truck hur- 

tled against the median rail at an esti- 
mated 50 miles an hour, 

On Friday, May 17, at 8:30 p.m., 
the out-of-town driver of a small com- 
pact car lost control of the vehicle. 
It smashed into the median rail at a 
speed of 40 miles an hour. 

Damage to both vehicles and their 
drivers was slight, and the rail suf- 
fered little damage. 

This illustrates why this office con- 
tends that a non-yielding type of me- 
dian rail is superior to the flexible 
type. The rail itself is non-yielding 
and deflects the vehicle instead of 


A. C. Kyser, Engineer-Manager 
Houston Urban Project Office 


Damage to this truck, which hit a non- 
yielding median rail, amounted to only 
$75, and the truck driver sustained only 
minor injuries when he fell from the cab 
to the pavement. Only a long scratch 
and a dent mark the place where a 
26,000-pound diesel truck smashed into 
this median rail. 


bringing it to a stop. 

The Houston Urban Office has 
been developing such a non-yielding 
median rail to serve as a divider to 
eliminate vehicles crossing the medi- 
an into the opposing stream of traf- 
fic. Also developed in connection with 
the rail is a woven wire mesh fence 
to reduce headlight glare, and to pre- 
vent pedestrians from crossing the 
freeway. 

To this date, no vehicle has broken 
through the medial rail, and it has 
cost nothing to maintain. 

It is apparent that vehicles can 
come in contact with the median rail, 
even at high rates of speed, without 
severe damage to either the rail or 
the light barrier fence. 

A question has arisen as to the jus- 
tification of this type of rail, due to 
the fact that there are other types 
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HOUSTON URBAN PROJECT 


MEDIAN RAILING DETAIL 


Skid marks lead to where a small compact car slid into and hit this median rail on 
U.S. 59 in Houston. The rail is scarred where the car scraped against it. 


available that are slightly less ex- 
pensive. But it is our contention that 
the low maintenance cost and _ in- 
creased protection afforded by this 
rail more than justifies the difference 


in cost of the initial installation. 
The essential design features of this 
rail are an 18-inch round drilled 
shaft, six feet long, with four 74-inch 
round bolts holding the base plate. 


The front fender of the car is crumpled, with a long scratch along the side from 
contact with the median rail, but the driver emerged unscathed. 


The vertical posts are 4 by 414-inch 
steel plate. The rails are oval tubing. 

The oval tubing is made from 
52,000 p.s.i yield strength steel plate 
by an automatic welding and bending 
process at the rate of 60 feet per 
minute. The rail is galvanized after 
fabrication. 

Considerable study went into the 
development of the light barrier 
fence in connection with the median 
rail. Field tests indicated that one- 
inch mesh, No. 9 gauge chain link 
fencing would be sufficient to ade- 
quately eliminate headlight glare 
from opposing vehicles. It has been 
observed that the glare of headlights 
at a distance is reduced to practically 
Zero. 

The fence also serves as a deterrent 
to pedestrian crossings, since it is 
difficult to climb. 


Cost of the rail, including foun- 
dation, is about $9.25 per linear foot, 
and the cost of the light barrier 
fence is about $1.75 per linear foot. 
To date, approximately 65,000 feet of 
this rail and light barrier fence have 
been installed. Bg 
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A Linseed Topping 


To reduce scaling and surface deteri- 
oration of concrete pavements and 
bridge decks, the Illinois Toll Road has 
adopted a program of treatment with 
linseed oil. 

As early as 1959, three interchange 
structure decks and a section of road- 
way pavement were coated with a lin- 
seed oil-mineral spirits mixture. 

These initially treated sections have 
now completed their fourth year of Chi- 
cago's generally bad winter weather 
with heavy and frequent applications of 
salt and calcium chloride for snow-ice 
control and many freeze-thaw cycles. 


The Impact Sled 


General Motors engineers have de- 
veloped a unique device called an Im- 
pact Sled to simulate almost any vehicle 
crash condition. The sled is mounted on 
parallel rails and is powered by a com- 
pressed air mechanism. Life-size dum- 
mies and various items such as door- 
latches are bolted to the sled. 

The sled makes possible repeated tests 
under controlled conditions in the lab- 
oratory. 


The Big Pickup 


The Missouri Highway Department 
has filmed a 15-minute movie on litter, 
called ''The Big Pickup,"' with the aid 
of a junior high school class. 

The movie script shows how children 
are becoming staunch anti-litterbugs, 
and how, armed with the basic informa- 
tion about the evils of litter, this group 
of young people created posters and 
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the new, the novel, the unique in highways 


slogans galore to paint the litterbug as 
Public Enemy No. |. 

In the hands of the teenagers, the 
litterbug became a throbbing financial 
headache for the Highway Department, 
a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde character 
with a spic and span home and a trail 
of litter behind him on the highways. 

The movie will be premiered at the 
Missouri State Fair in August and will 
then be available for public showings. 


The Road to "Hell" 


Some people try to keep others from 
going to Hell. But the Michigan State 
Highway Department wants to help 
them get there. 

So it has taken special steps to pro- 
tect a sign that directs motorists to the 
community of Hell. To replace a sign 
apparently stolen by a souvenir collec- 
tor, the department has installed a new 
sign with the word ‘'Hell'’ and an arrow. 
Bolts on the sign have been battered in 
and welded in order to make it tamper 


proof. 


Wrong-Way Survey 


One out of five wrong-way drivers on 
freeways and expressways in California 
is knowingly and deliberately driving 
against oncoming traffic, shows a study 
made by the California Division of 
Highways. 

Sixty per cent of the wrong-way driv- 
ing incidents resulted from entering the 
freeway by way of an off-ramp. Out of 
the 500 wrong-way drivers cited in the 
study, almost one-third of the drivers 
had been drinking; and an equal number 
pleaded "honest confusion." 

Other reasons given by wrong-way 
drivers interviewed were old age, in- 
ability to understand the signs, careless- 
ness, and bad weather. 


Hey, Mr. Kipling! 


The Road to Mandalay, which has 
borne the burden of years of schoolboy 
recitations and the vocal efforts of mil- 


lions of bathroom baritones, is about to 
be rebuilt. 


An agreement between the United 
States and Burma calls for the prepara- 
tion of designs for the first 42 miles of 
the highway from Rangoon. The new 
road will replace the one built 53 years 
ago, reports Better Roads Magazine, 
and will be 350 miles long. The cost 
will be about $28,000,000. 


The Red Carpet 


Idaho plans to give visitors to the 
state a special welcome during the 
state's territorial centennial this year, 
and the Idaho Highway Department is 
playing a special role. 

It is painting the first 80 feet of all 
highways entering the state a bright 
red. They'll be trimmed with a sign read- 
ing, We've rolled out the red carpet 
for our 100th birthday." 


Lady in Waiting 


Remember the song you sang in high 
school that goes, (to the tune of Stars 
and Stripes Forever) ''Be kind to your 
fine feathered friends, for a duck may 
be somebody's mother''? 

Some engineers in Midland Park, New 
Jersey did exactly this recently when 
they discovered a mother-to-be mallard 
nesting right in the center of a test area 
for a ‘'trash-hog."' Rather than disturb 
the lady in waiting, the crew moved the 
pump unit farther downstream. 


Can You Believe It? 


The oldest concrete street in America 
entered its 70th year of continuous serv- 
ice last summer with a colorful ceremony 
honoring this patriarch of American 
pavements, reports Concrete Paving 
Magazine. 

Court Avenue was rededicated dur- 
ing two days of festivities in Bellefon- 
taine, Ohio, where since 1893 the orig- 
inal hand-mix concrete pavement has 
carried a variety of traffic that virtually 
reflects the history of U.S. road trans- 
portation. 

When the origina! pavement was con- 
structed, the surface was scored to pro- 
vide better traction for horses, and many 
of these marks are still visible. Cost of 
the paving was $2.15 per square yard. 


145,000 Miles of Wire 


One of the most unusual bridge proj- 
ects currently underway in the country 
now is the construction of the Verrazano- 
Narrows bridge in New York City. 

The bridge will link Brooklyn with the 
west end of Staten Island. It will be 
13,700 feet long, including a 4,260-foot 
main suspension span and two side spans 
each 1,215 feet long. 

The main span will be the longest 
suspended structure in the world. 8 

The bridge will be 103 feet wide and eg 
will carry 12 lanes of traffic on two ae st MV 
decks. re i 

To casual spectators, spinning of the : 
cables for the bridge may seem repeti- 
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tive and routine as the wheels make their 


journeys up the side-span catwalks, pass 
each other at the center of the main 
span, then continue to their destinations. 
But to the bridge men it is a constant 
challenge to make sure that every inch 
of those 145,000 miles of wire is in its 
proper place and doing its fair share of 
the work of supporting the massive 
weight. 

Arranged in pairs, the 35 7/8-inch- 
diameter cables will stretch 7,205 feet 
from each end of the bridge. Spinning 
the cables—a six-months job—began 
March 7. It took nearly three years to 
make the wire needed for the four main 
cables. The bridge, being built by the 
Triborough Bridge and Tunnel Authority, 
will be opened early in 1965. 


Information and photos courtesy of Better 
Roads Magazine. 


The catwalks sweep with a magnificent 
: swoop toward Staten Island. Clearance 
at center above means high water will 
be 228 feet, providing plenty of room 
for cargo vessels, such as the one in the 
picture, to pass through the Narrows. 


This dizzying view, taken from the Brook- 
lyn anchorage looking toward Staten 
Island, shows the 20-foot catwalks that 
serve as work platforms during the cable- 
spinning operations. The catwalks sup- 
port tramways to carry the spinning 
wheels. 
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SWEET DISAGREEMENT 


Big Spring Herald, disagreeing with 

the Highway Department—''A summary 
of state (state and federal) highways in 
Howard County shows 258 miles of all- 
weather roads improved and maintained 
by the Texas Highway Department. It 
would be difficult to place a value on 
the system, for it would likely exceed 
$5,000,000, not including the federal aid 
roads (US 87 and IH 20). 
It would be even more difficult to 
place a value on the contribution that 
these roads make to our economy, let 
alone the comfort and convenience, of 
our people. The State Highway Depart- 
ment has referred to these roads as the 
state's greatest ‘fringe benefits.’ We 
disagree with that—they rank as one of 
the state's greatest direct assets.’ 


BIG BUSINESS 


Greenville Herald Banner, on highway 
and 


provement continues to be ‘big busi- 


plans—''Highway expansion im- 
ness’ in Hunt County. 

‘In the mill for this county—some 
projects already started and_ others 
pending right of way clearance—are 
projects estimated to cost an impressive 
total of $3,443,000. The projects are on 
the 1963 list released to The Herald 
Banner by G. L. Hall Jr., Hunt County 
Resident Engineer of the State Highway 
Department." 


FLAT-LAND FANCY 
Post Dispatch, on the new 70 mph 


speed limit—''. . . it is certain to be a 
big aid out here in wide open West Tex- 
as where there are lots of miles to cover 
between towns and the terrain is so flat 


that extra speed can be safely handled." 
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LET'S LOOK ALIVE 


Waco Tribune Herald, in observance 
of National Highway Week—''To ac- 
complish what Waco and Central Texas 
should achieve in highway developments 
in the decade ahead will require cool- 
headed cooperation, work and planning 
by city, county and state officials. Every 
time we stop to bicker among ourselves, 
every time we fail to see an opportu- 
nity and exploit it, some other city and 
county in Texas will snap up the money 
that we pass by. Competition among 
the metropolitan areas in Texas . . 
Waco is one of 21 such areas—for high- 
way funds is fierce and continuing. The 
laggards and the petty-minded will pun- 
ish themselves wherever they are in con- 
trol, punish not only themselves but all 
their neighbors. 


“As we celebrate National Highway 
Week, in company with invited guests 
from near and far, we ought to take a 
deep breath and make a new resolution 
that nothing will stand in the way of our 
surging eftort to create the best high- 
way system in the heart of Texas that 
brains and money can develop." 


HURRAH FOR HONDO 


Dallas Times Herald, scorning the 
“scenery'' that ''adorns'’ both sides of 
highways leading in and out of cities— 
‘Standard equipment is a junkyard... . 
Tattered billboards, old tires, scrap pa- 
per, abandoned shacks proliferate like 
the weeds along the right of way. 

There seems to be an unwritten law 
forbidding greenery or landscaping on 
such approaches to our towns. 

The contrast when someone has tak- 
en a little trouble is pleasantly notice- 
able. One small city west of San An- 
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tonio—Hondo—was cited. Here the 
garden clubs have set out some plants 
and flowers and mown the grass between 
the highway and the railroad tracks 
which run through the town. It is small 
in running feet, but it beats what some 
cities 10 times the size of Hondo have 
done." 


BUILD AHEAD 


Corpus Christi Caller, with a Wash- 
ington, D. C. dateline—''The 
might save money in the long run if the 
planned $37.6 billion federal highway 
program were expanded now, the comp- 
troller general of the United States told 
Congress Monday. 


nation 


“Comptroller Joseph Campbell said 
in a special report to Congress that 
highways now under consideration may 
become inadequate for the traffic they 
will have to carry within a few years of 
their completion. Planning now to build 
them bigger could cost less than con- 
structing whole new highways later, he 


said.’ 


CIVIL DEFENSE 


Clifton Record, 
Texas Highway Department has joined 


announcing— ‘The 


with the Civil Defense organization in 
Texas in establishing a short wave com- 
munication system that goes into every 
county in Texas. In case of any emer- 
gency, made either by man or nature, 
the system should be able to get word 
into and from the area affected. 


“While the units are primarily set up 
to serve the state in case of emergen- 
cies, they are proving most useful in 
cutting down the number of miles driven 
by the officials of the highway depart- 


ment." 


THE PARTRIDGE TABLES 


L. S. Partridge, Senior Resident Engineer 


Bowie, District 3 


HE AMERICAN way of life 

is to continually seek ways to 

do work easier and quicker. 
That is the main motivation of the 
Concrete Batch Design ‘Tables. 

Some years ago, the late W. D. 
Dockery, District Engineer for Dis- 
trict 14 at Austin from 1945 to 1952, 
asked me to work up a chart or table 
to obtain the volume of dump trucks 
in cubic yards. ‘This I did by a sys- 
tem of curves. 

Since that time I have been de- 
vising short-cuts on various items of 
work, especially those involving calcu- 
lations. The idea of a 3-variable ta- 
ble (which is essentially the design 
of the Concrete Batch Design Tables) 
came from C. H. Wingert, my son-in- 
law. He was entering a contest which 
involved letters in such a way that he 
used two tables in conjunction. 

The 3-variable table works as in- 
dicated below. Start with anything 
which has 2 units width, go hori- 
zontally to the length, say 2, then 
vertically to the desired depth line, 
say 3. At this intersection read the 
Sy elem 2e0 2a) eae BLAS 
will be noted, the answer table can 
be in any desired unit, cubic yards 
for instance, with the dimensions be- 
ing in feet. 


LENGTH 


VOLUME 


The Concrete Batch Design Tables 
were evolved in a similar manner. 
After the initial calculation was made 
for each line and the rate of change 
for that line determined, it took but 
a few minutes to work up one table. 


batch. Fine Aggregate batch weight can be determined in the same manner. 
All batch weights should be corrected for Moisture or Absorption. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 


|. Determine S.G. and Unit Wts. of Aggregates by Standard Laboratory methods. 
From TABLE No. | obtain the °/, SOLIDS of Aggregates. 


2. To find CUBIC FEET of COARSE AGGREGATE from TABLE 2, select ''Coarse 
Aggregate Factor'’ desired, go vertically down column to ''% Solids," then hori- 
zontally to column under "'Cement per C.Y." to be used. The figures at this inter- 
section are C.F. of Coarse Aggregate (approximately). 


3. Use TABLE No. 3 for BATCH DESIGN. 
Under "Cement Factor'’ used above, find the nearest number of C.F. of Coarse 
Aggregate previously found. Then go horizontally to column ''Gallons of Water’ 


desired. The figure at this intersection is C.F. of FINE AGGREGATE. 


4. To check the FINE AGGREGATE FACTOR use TABLE 4 or 4A as follows: 
On the line the Gallons of Water is located, go horizontally to C.F. of Fine Aggre- 


gate determined above, then vertically to the line the ''°/, Solids of Fine Aggre- 
gate" is on. The number at this intersection is the FINE AGG. FACTOR. 


5. To obtain the BATCH WEIGHTS for One-Sack batch use TABLE 5 or 5A as 
follows: In the table of '"'C.F. of Aggregates’ find the nearest number that corre- 
sponds to C.F. of Coarse Aggregate used in paragraph 3 above, go horizontally 
to left to column of S.G. of Coarse Aggregate, the number at this intersection 
plus the number at top of column C.F. was found in, is batch weight for one-sack 


> 


261 [262 | 263 
| 521 | S19 | 517 | 515 | 513 
5 


| 527 | 525] 523 
| 560| 558 
| 566] 564| 562/560) 
566 


587| 585] 582] 580] 578] - 
| 591 | 589] 586) 584] . 


| 519 | 
| 533 | 531 | 529] 527 | 525 | 
| 546| §44| 54i| 539] 537 | 535 
554] 552| 550] 548] 545] 543] 54! | 539| 537 | 535| 533 | 
| 558| $56] 554| 552| 549| 547 | 545 | 543 539 |. 


97 | 506 


ll 


: 
510 |.508 


RI 


599] 597| 595] $92] 590] . 


649] | 


7| 674 667 
678| 675| 673 
693| 690] 687| 685 


702] 700] - 


| 691 | 
697 | 694] 692 | 689 


ray | 


The accompanying tables of Concrete Batch Design 
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3375] 3266|3.164 |3068/2.978/2. 893 |2.812 2736 |2664/2596/2531 |2.469/2.41 1 |2.355|/2301 |2250/2.201 |2.154 2.109|2.066)2.025] 1985) 1947] 1910) 1.875] 1.841 | 1808 1.776 1.746 | 1.716} 1688) 1.6 1633} 1.607 | 1582 | 1558) 1534 ].500 | 493) 487) 481 | 475] 469] 463 
3.40913.2 99/3.1 96 |3.099/3.008)/2922 |2.841 |2764 12.691 |2 62212557 |249412.4 3512376 [2.32422 73/2223 (21 76|2.130|2.087|2,046|2.005| 1966] 1929] 1.894] 1.859 1.626) 1.794 1763] 1.733] 1.704] 1.676] 1649] 1623 | 1598 | 1573) 1549 [| 505 498) 492 486| 479| .473| 468 445 | 440] 435 
3.443]3332/3227 |3130/3.037/2951 [2869|2.791 2.71 8)/2648/2582 |25 19/2459 2402/2347 2.295|/2.245 2.19 7/2. 152|2.10812065/2025| 1986] 1.948] 1.913 | 1.878] 1.844) 1.812] 1.781 | 1.750] 1.721 1.693 1666 1639/1614 |1569/1565 |[510 | 503) 497| 490 484 | 478| 472 k 455) 450/ 445| 440 
3476[3364 [3259 [3.16 0/3067 |2980 |2.897|2.818 2744/2674 [2607 [2543/2483 2.425|2370 2318/2267 |2219/2. 173/2.1 28/20 86|2.045|2005 1.968) 1.931 | 1.896] 1.862 | 1.830 1.798) 1.767] 1.738} 1.710) 1682/1655 | 1630 | |.605/ 1580}/'51 5 | 508) 502, 495] 489 | 483| 477 Ee ! i ! 
3510/3397 [3291 [3.191 |3097|3.008 |2.925|2.846 |2.771 [2 700|2.632 |2568/2507/2.449 2. 393/2.340/2.289|2.24 1 |2. 1941/2. 149]12 1 06/2065 |2.025 | 1987/1950) I. 1.880] 1.847) 1.815 | 1.785} 1.755] 172 1.671 [1645 | 1620] 1595//520 | 513, 506 S00| 494 | 488| 48) 

544[3.430/3322|3222 [3.127 |3.03 7 2.953|2.873 |2798|2.726|2.658 |2593/2531 |2.472/2.416/2.363/2.31 | /2262/2 2! 5/2170 2 | 26|2.084|2044 |2.006] 1.969) 1.933) 1.898) 1.865) 1.833 | 1.802 1.772 [1.743] 1715 | 1688/1661 | 1636) 1.611 [].525 T 518) 511) 505/498] 492| 486 = 
3578/3462 |3.354 [3252 |3.157 |3.066|2.981 |2900 ee 2683 |2618|2556|2.496 2.439 |2385 2333/2284 2236 2.190 2146/21 04/2064 12.025 1,988) 1.951 | 1.91 6| 1.883) 1.850) 1.819] 1.789 | 1.759) 1.73 1 1.704! 1.677 | 1651 | 1626]/530 | 523) 516) 510 seat 497| 491}. 
3.6 (1 [3495 |3.386 |3283 |3.1 86|3.095 |3.009/2.928 |2 851 2.7 78/2708 2.642|258012519 2.462 2.408|2.355 2305 2257221 ! 2167 | 2.124 ]2083 2.044/2.006| 1.970] 1.934} 1.901 | 1.868) 1.836] 1.806} 1.776 1.747 | 1.720) 1693 | 1.667) 1.641 535 | 528 52! 5141508] 502| 495). 
3.645/3.527 [3.41 7/3314 |3.216 /3.124 3.037 2.955 2.878 2.804]2.7 34 |2 667 |2604/2543 |2.485 2.430) l2. 377|2.327|2278 2231 2.487 12.144|/2 103/2.063|2.025 | 1.988) 1952] 1919] 1.885] 1.853] 1.623] 1.79 1.764 | 1.736] 1.709) 1.682 1657 540 | 533 526 519 513] 506] 500j # 
367913560 13449 13.344 3.246/3.153 3066|2963 2.904|2.830|2.759 |2 69226202567 2508/2453 2399/2 3486/2299 2252/2. 2164/2122 2.082/2 2.044/2.007| 1971 | 1936| 1903] 1870] 1.639] 1.609 1780) 1752/1724 1.695) L672 545 -| 538] 531 | 524/517 | 511 | 505} : 


: 481} 475| 470 
3.71 3/3593 (3481 [3375/3276 |3.1 82 /3.094/3010/29312 856 |2784 [2.71 6|2652/2590 253) 2475/2.421 |2.370/2320 2.273|2227|2.184 |2.142 |2.101 |2063|2.025) 1.989] 1954 1920) 1888] 1.856 | 1.626 1.796 1.768) 1.740] 1.714) 1688 550 | 543) 536 | 529 | 522] 516| 509}. 


| 463 458| 453 
"468) 462| 457 
472| 467| 461 
476| 471 | .466 


485| 480| 474 
3,746[3625 [3512 |3406|3305 [321 1 [3.122 3037/2957 2 88212 810|2741 267612614 2.55412.498 2.443239 12341 2.293|2248|2.20412.162/2.120|2081 |2043|2.007) 1972, 1938 | 1905] 1.873] 1.842| 1.813| 1784/1756] 1729] 1703].555 | 548/541 | .534| 527 [3s 514} 501 6| 490| 484| 478 


3780/3658 [3544 [3436 3335 |3240/3.150|3.065) 2984 2.908/2.835 |2.766|2.700|2637 |2577|2520 2.465 |2413 2363 2214/2 268)/2 223/21 81 [2.139 |2.100/2.062|2.025| 1990) 1955 | 1.922] 1.690] 1.859 1.829 | 1.800] 1772 | 1745/1718 ||560 553] 545 | 539 | 532 | 525 | 519 494| 488) 483 
499] 493) 487 


3.814}369 | |3576 |3467 |3.365 |3.269 |3.178|3.092 |3.011 [2934/2 860|2.790 2724) 2.66! |2.600/2543 2.487/2434|2.384 2335/2 288/2.243 2200/2159 2.119 /2.080/2 043/2.007/ 1.973 | 1939] 1.907] 1.876] 1.845] 1.616) 1788 | 1.760) 1734].565 | 558 | 550 543| 536 530 | .523 
3848/3723 [3607 [3498/3395 [3296 [3206/31 19/3037|2960|2.6686|2.815 2. 74812.684 [2.623 |2565 2509/2456 2.405 2.3552. 308)2 263 |2220/21 78 |2.138/2.099/2 06! |2.025] 1990] 1956| 1.924] 1.892) 1862/1832) 1.604] 1776] 1749 |.570 562. 555 548| 541 | 534 | 528] 503) 497 491 
507| 50! | 496 


5.400 


5.400 


TOTALS 


3.881 {3.756 |3.639 |3.528 |3.425|3.327 3234 |3.147 |3.064/2.986|291 | |2.640/2773/2.708 |2.646 |2588/2.531 2478 2426 2.376 (2.329 |2.263 2.239 |2.197 |2.156 |2.117|2079\2.043 2007 | 1.973| 1.941 ]1.909} 1.878 | 1.848) 1.819 | 1.792) 1765 |575 | 567 360! 553 | 546 | 539 | 532 
[3.915 3.789 [3670/3559 [3.454 [3.356 |3.262(3.174 |3.091/3.01 | |2936|2.865|2. 797/273! [2.669 2610/2553 |2.499 2.447 2397|2.349|2.303/2.259 |2.216 [2.175 |2.135 |2.097 2.061 |2.025 | 1.991 | 1.958] 1925 | 1.894 | 1.664 | 1.835 1.807) 1.780 580 | 572 | 565 | .558| 55! | 544 537 512 | 506) 500 


3949/3821 [3.702 |3590 13.484 [3385 (329) [3202/31 | 7/3.037 |2962 |2 889 [2.621 2755 2.692 |2.633 2.575 (2521 2468 2417 [2369/2 323 [2.278 [2.235 2.194 2.154 [2.1 15 |2.078 2.042 [2.008] 1974] 1942/1911 | 1880/1851 | 1623/1795 |.565 | 577 [s7o] 563 | 555 | 548 | 542 7 


+ + 


+ 4 + sa 
13.983/3.854 [3734 1362013514 13413 [3319/3229 3.144 [3.063 [2987 [2 914 (2845/2778 27 15 12.655 2 597 2.542 2 489 2.438/2,309|2.343|2 297 |2 254 [2.213 |2.172 [2.133 |2.096|2.060|2 025| 1991 |1.959] 1.927 1.896] 1.867 | 1.838 1.610 1590 | S62 __575 5 | 567 | 560 | 553 | 546 


4.016|3887 13765 |365 | |3544 13.442 [3.347[3256 3171 [3089/3012 |2 939 2 86912. 802 2738/2678 2.619 2564 2510 2.459/2.410|2.362/2317 2273/2231 2191 [2151 21 14/2077 2.042 [2.008] 1975] 1943 1.913 1.883 1.854) 1.826 |595 | 587 580/572 | 565 | 558 | 551 525 | 519/513 
4.050|3919 [3797 [3.682 3573 3471 [3375/3284 3.197 |3.1 15 [3.037 [2.963 2.893/2.826 [2761 [2.700/2.641 [2585 2531 2479/2430|2382 2396 2292 2250 |2 209 2.169 2.1 a8 (2.096 2.059 2.025] 1992/1960] 1929] 1.899] 1869] 1.841 [S00 | S92 | 564 | 577 | S70 | S63 | S56 529 | 523 | 517 
4.084|3952 [3829 [3713 [3603/3500 [3403/3311 3224]/3.141 [3.063|2988/2917 [2.649 |2. 784 [2.723 [2.663 [2607/2552 2500]2.450|2.402 |2.356 [2.31 | 2269 2.227/2.187 2.149|2.1 17 |2.076 |2.042 [2.008 1976 | 1.945] 1914 | 1885/ 1.856||.605 | S97 | 589 582 | 574 | Sé7 | 560 534 | 528 | 522 
4.118|3.985 [3.860 /3.743 [3.633 3629 [3.431 [3338 3.251 [3.167 |3.088)3.01 32.941 2.873 2.807 2745 [2.685 (26282573 2521 |2470|2422|2.375 |2.330|2.288 2.246 |2.206/2 167 [2.1 30|2.094|2059 |2,025) 1992 1961 [1930/1901 |1872|).610 | 602 | [594 587 579 | 572 | 565 | 538 | 522 | 526 
4.151 4.017 [3.692 [3.774 [3663/3558 [3.459|3366 3277 [3.193 [3.113 [3 037 2.965 [2.896 [2.830 [2768 [2.707 2650/2595 2541 |2.491 [2442/2395 |2 3502 306|2.264 2.224 2.185 2.147 [2.111 [2076 |2.042/2.009|1977 1946/1916] 1687/][615 607 599 | ‘591 | 584 | 577| 569 |. 543 | 536 | .530 
185 4.050 [3924 [3805/3693 3587 1348713393 3304/3219 13.139 13.062 12 990129202 853 [2 790|2 729 [2671 [2.616 2562 (2511 j2.462/2.414]2 369|2.325 2 283 |2 242 2 203/2 165 2 126 |2.093|20582.025 1992 | 1962 1932/1902][[620 | 612 | 604] 596 | Sag | 581 | 574 547 | 541 | 534 | 
S51 | 545 | 539 


4219 }4.083 |3.955 |3835 3.722 |3.616 |3.516 3.420 |3.330]3.245 |3.164 |3 087 3014/2943 |2.876 2.813 /2.752 2.693|2637 2583/2531 |2.482/2.434 2388/2. 344/2 301 \2 260/2.22 | 2182 2.145 |2.109]2.075|2.041 2.009] 1.978 |1947/1918]]|625 | 617 | 609| 60! | 593 | 586 | 579 
4.25214.1 15 |3.987 |3.866 3.752 |3645 3544/3448 3.357(327) [3.189 3.1 | | |3.038/2.967 |2.899|2 835/27 74 |2.715 2658 |2.603/2551 |2501 |2.453 |2407 2363/2. 320|2. 278/2238|2 199 |2.162 |2.126/2.09) |2058 Boze \iesa) 1963) 1933]]}630 | 622 614 | 606 | 598 | 591 | 583 


4286/41 48 |4.019 |3.897 |3.782 |3.674 |3572 |3475 3384/3.297 3.215 |3. 1 36/3.062|2 990|2.922 [2 858|2.796 2736 [2.679 |2624/2572 [2521 |2.473 |2.426/2.381 i2. 338|2.296/2.256|2.217 |2.179 |2.143]2.108/2.074 (2.041 2.009} 1978) 1948/1635 | 627 Seley 603 | 595 | 588! . S67 | YOU] 


4320141 81 14.050/3927/3.812 [3.703 [3600/3503 3410/3323 |3240|3.161 |3.086|3.014 |2.945|2 8802.61 8 [2758/2 700/2.645 2592 [2541 2.49212.445/24002 356 (2.31 4|2.274|2234 (2.196 [2.16 0|2.125|2.092 2.057 2.025] 1994] 1.964/|/640 | 632 623 | 615 | 608| 600| 593 


4354/4213 [4082/3956 [3.841 [3732 [3.628/3530 3437 (3349 [3.265 (3.1 86/3.1 |0/3.037 |2.968|2.903/2.840/2779/2.72 | 2665/26 12 [2561 |25 12 2.464|2.419|2.375 [2.332|2.292|2 252 (2.214 [2177 |2.141 |2.107|2073/2.041 [2.010] 1979 ||645 | 637. 628] 620| 612 | 605] 597 
43884246 |4.1 13/3989 |3.871 |3.761 |3.656/3557 3464|3.375 |3.291 |3.210/3.134/3.06! |2.991 |2925|2 8662/2801 2.742 |2686]2 632 |2581 |253) |2.483/2.438/2 393 |2 350 2309|2269 2.231 |2.194 [2.158 |2.1 23 |2.089|2.057 |2.025| 1.994650 | 641 | 633| 625 | 617 | 609 | 602 


(ABSOLUTE VOLUME) OF COARSE AGGREGATE 


be 

ty l4a2l 4279 |4.145 [4019 | 3901 |3790/3684[3585 3.490|3.401 [3316 [3.235 [3.158/3.085/3014 [2948/2 864 |2.822|2.763/2707 2.653 2601 2551 |2502/2. 456(2.4 12 |2.368/2.327|2287|2.248|2.21 1 [2.174 2.139 /2.105 2.073|2.041 2.010||655 | 646 | 638| 630| 622 | 614 | 606] 578 | 571 | 565 

[4455/4311 [4177 [4050/3931 [3818 [3.712 [3612 35) 7 [3.427 [3.341 |3.260|3.182/3.108/3.037|2970|2.906 [2844/2 784 2.727 2.673 |2620)/2570 [252 | 2 475|2 430 |2 386|2.345 [2304/2 265 |2.226|2.19 | 2.156 (2.122 |2.088/2.056 2.025]|| 660 | 651 | 643 635 | 627 | 619 | 61! 582 | 576| 569 
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The Sun Has Riz, 
The Sun Has Set, 
And Here We Is, 
In Texas Yet... 
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OVER THE HIGHWAYS 


Comments... from the Traveling Public 


@ Just a couple tourists passing 
through Texas, who would like to 
compliment you on your roads! We've 
driven a long way and really appre- 
ciate the good roads we've encount- 
ered all through your state. 


Me & Vis. F. J. Maas 
Clearwater, Florida 


@ [ want to congratulate whoever 
is responsible for the Legislature mak- 
ing 70 miles an hour the legal limit. 
The good highway system Texas has, 
and modern-day cars, made 60 miles 
an hour out of date. I travel upward 
of 50,000 miles per year, and I enjoy 
the good highway system we have in 
‘Texas. 

A. F. Harrison 
Lubbock, Vexas 


@ One day I said to myself, “Tex- 
as is a big state, I think I will get 
some information and pictures of 
Texas. So 1 wrote my letter and 
here it is. So, may I have some pic- 
tures and information on Lubbock, 
San Antonio, Dallas and Houston. 
So please hurry. 

Nancy Keksa 
Elk Grove, Illinois 


@ A few weeks ago, our teacher, 
Mrs. B. O. Boone, sent you a request 
for some new Texas maps. Today 
they arrived and we were really 
pleased. We like the new word “Fun- 
tier and think it fits L[eéxas very 
well. 


We think it is really something for 
you to keep your promise by sending 
the maps to a small-town fifth grade 
class. We realize that it was quite an 
expense. 

We'd like to give you our promise 
that we will not scatter litter up and 
down our beautiful highways. 

Thank you for helping us spread 
the Texas FUN-TIER news to our 
pen pals who are scattered through- 
out the U. S. 

The 5A Class 
‘Travis School 
Hillsboro, Texas 


@ | have lived in Texas practical- 
ly all of my 11 years, but my father 
was shipped to Hahn Air Base in 
Germany. When I got to school I 
bragged about our great Texas. So 
that my teacher finally let me write 
a 2Upage report on tlexas So 
now I am asking for some informa- 
tion on our Great State Texas. 


Jeanne L. Ault 
Germany 


© I am delighted to get the copies 
of your “Fun-tier” brochure which is 
quite the finest thing I have ever 
seen done by any state. I assure you 
I will give it this billing in writing 
our members of the Legislature. 
Robert F. Nelson 
Managing Director 
Virginia Travel Council 
Richmond, Virginia 


@ Last year on our vacation we 
went through quite a bit of Texas, 
and I'd like to compliment and thank 
the Roadside Park Division for the 
many well kept parks where we could 
stop and rest along the road. We 
were traveling with our three pre- 
school age youngsters (as we will be 
again this year) so the parks were 
really nice for us as the children could 
get out and play every once in a 
while and they didn’t get too tired 
of riding. 

Mrs. Harry Garison 
Orange, Texas 


® I want to express my apprecia- 
tion of my state’s highway system, es- 
pecially the state and farm to market 
roads. ‘Thank you for thousands of 
miles of safe and yet exciting travel— 
I am continually looking forward to 
and enjoying my trips around the 
State. I could send you my well- 
worn 1962 map to prove it. 
It’s a great pleasure to travel on 
the world’s finest highway system. 
Jeff Morris 
Houston, Texas 


@ The writer from Elgin, Illinois, 
complained because all your bridges 
have signs ““No Fishing from Bridges.” 
Arizona has some of the same signs 
on their bridges, too. It is not a pro- 
hibitory sign . just informative: 
Jhere isnt any water in the creek. 
Is this true in parts of Texas? 

Robert E. Cron Jr. 
Moraga, California 
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Te and Prom Our Readers 


A New Post 


Byron Reese, retired Texas High- 
way Department engineer, recently 
was elected to the city commission 
in Amarillo. 

Reese worked for the Highway De- 
partment for about 39 years, retiring 
as a District Designing Engineer in 
1962. One of his biggest projects was 
planning the expressway and dispers- 
al system now nearing completion in 
Amarillo. 


Now Hear This 


You haven’t heard everything. . . 
not until you hear this story. 

A co-worker says he has the per- 
fect solution to the Highway Depart- 
ment’s problems. “They should just 
start building iron highways,” he 
theorizes. “All they’d have to do is 
mash up all these cars in the junk 
yards and there'd be plenty of ma- 


ITS THE PERSONNEL MANAGER. 
THAT TAKES DICTATION AT 120 WORDS A MINUTE, TYPES 
90 WORDS, IS AN EXPERT FILE CLERK AND SO ON... 


WE HAD BETTER NOT 


terial for the roads.” 

Incidentally, this is the same fel- 
low who has visions of producing a 
movie about skin divers, which would 
feature 10,000 chorus girls. The title? 
“Twenty-thousand Legs Under the 
Sea.” 


Moment of Truth 


James R. Johnson, Senior Design- 
ing Engineer at Abilene, District 8, 
took” the time te pens usea bit yon 
humor: 

“Sherry Pruitt, secretary for the de- 
sign department of District 8, recent- 
ly took a week’s vacation,’ wrote 
Johnson. 

“While she was away, two new fil- 
ing cabinets were moved in the filing 
room, making what was originally a 
narrow passageway even more narrow. 

“Upon her return to work, Willard 
H. Shaw, Supervising Designing En- 
gineer, was explaining to Sherry how 
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she was to rearrange the filing. All 
the while, Sherry looked puzzled. 


“But when Shaw told her there 
were two new cabinets in the room, 
she let out a sigh of relief and said, 
‘Oh, is that what it is? I thought that 
I was just getting bigger!’ ”’ 


One for the Road 


Those little gadgets you see in the 
roadside parks in District 5 aren't 
really birdhouses. They are travel 
map boxes. 

And they apparently are quite pop- 
ular with the traveling public, in 
view of a note left in one of the boxes 
recently. District Enegincem Os 
Crain sent us a copy of the note, 
which reads: 

“Thank you for the nice maps. We 
appreciate them, and we enjoyed the 
picnic area. (signed) L. H. Knob- 
lauch, Riga, Michigan, and R. Dur- 
bin, Perrysburg, Ohio.” 


TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. Chairman 
HAL WOODWARD Member 
J. H. KULTGEN Member 


D. C. GREER State Highway Engineer 


Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in the improvement 
of construction, maintenance, and op- 
eration. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $3.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 35 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin 14, 
Texas. 


Have one. 


Crain commented in his letter, “We 
still feel that the Roadside Park Map 
Dispensers are paying off in good will 
so far as the traveling public is con- 
cerned. Enclosed is a picture of a 
dispenser in Dawson County.” 


The map dispensers were designed 
last year by Senior Maintenance Fore- 
man Eugene Munselle of Tahoka. An 
average of 15 maps are dispensed each 
day in the parks. 


When Divisions Differ 


Remember when we ran the pic- 
ture of the old steam tractor in the 
April issue? 

It seems that J. R. Harris and Wil- 
liam Lash Garrard of the Construc- 
tion Division have been challenged 
on their identification of the equip- 
ment the old tractor is pulling. Har- 
ris is Construction Administrative 
Engineer and Garrard is Engineer of 
Construction Operations. 

John L. Heim, Assistant Director 
of the Equipment and Procurement 
Division in Austin, came in the of- 
fice one day and tapped the picture. 

“I’m going to start a little debate 


here about this,’ Heim said. ‘“That’s 
not a tool wagon or a chuck wagon 
he’s pulling . . . that’s a wood box. 
He had to have wood to make fires 
to produce the steam.” 

Sounds logical. Any other ideas? 


Efforts Rewarded 


The Texas Conservation Council 
of Houston received an American Mo- 
tors Conservation Awards last month 
in recognition of its successful drive 
to preserve unspoiled an 88-mile-long 
national seashore on Padre Island, off 
Corpus Christi. 

Keep America Beautiful, Inc., the 
national organization which fights 
litter throughout the land, also re- 
ceived an award for its work. 


We Get Cartoons 


| want a triaxial, soil constants and the 
per cent lime needed for class-one ma- 
terial on this soil sample. By the way, 
| need the information tomorrow. 


District personnel 
put their heads together and came up 
with a cartoon idea, Mary D. Martin, 
Engineering Assistant I, of Houston, 
wrote to tell us. The cartoon was 
drawn by Amy Greer, Engineering 
Aide II in the Traffic Section. 
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Trimming Tall Ones 


ss 


J. O. Patton, Resident Engineer at Pharr, 
demonstrates how "the tall ones are 
trimmed." 


From District 21, District Engineer 
J. F. Snyder writes: “The , Highway 
Department has had to remove many 
tall palm trees from the right of 
way of the new U. S. 281 expressway 
through Edinburg. The workmen 
merely knock them down and leave 
them lying until the removal forces 
come along. To lighten the remover’s 
load, they saw off the old fronds after 
the tree is knocked down, and before 
it is loaded. 

“A couple of men were removing 
such fronds from a prone palm last 
week, when a tourist stopped his car 
alongside, got out, and asked the men 
if that was the usual way dead fronds 
were removed from the tall palms. 

P sure, the man, replied,” ~TUhey 
don’t make ladders long enough to do 
it any other way.’ 

““T had always wondered how those 
tall ones were trimmed,’ the turista 
remarked while 


slowly walking 


ee) 


away. 


Most of the time when a photographer—professional or amateur—comes up with 
a double exposure, the reaction is consternation at the pictorial muddle. It is true 
that this double exposure did surprise Jack Lewis, but the result was so fine it 
looked like it was planned that way simply to catch the magic of sea breezes, sun- 
shine and smiling passengers that go along with a ride on the Texas Highway 


Department's ferries. 
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ii 


5 


ie) RAI 


it 


707 


